Anticardiolipin antibodies in ectopic pregnancies.
Anticardiolipin auto-antibodies are known to be inflicted in recurrent pregnancy losses and other adverse outcomes of pregnancy. However, their role in extrauterine pregnancies is unknown. To clarify the association between anticardiolipin antibodies and extrauterine pregnancies. About 30 patients with ectopic pregnancies confirmed histologically and 40 control subjects with intrauterine pregnancies were studied. Mean duration of pregnancy was 38 and 39 days, respectively. Serum levels of IgG, IgA, and IgM antibodies against cardiolipin were measured. In addition, measurements of human chorionic gonadotropin (beta hCG) and progesterone were made. Mean levels of IgA and IgM but not IgG antibodies were significantly higher in patients with ectopic pregnancies than in normal pregnant women. Distribution frequency histograms revealed that a subgroup of ectopic pregnancies exhibit antibody titers corresponding to that of intrauterine pregnancies, and others showing elevated levels. Markedly elevated antibody levels were observed in patients having low levels of beta hCG and/or progesterone. In view of the inflammatory events associated with some cases of ectopic pregnancies, elevated levels of anticardiolipin auto-antibodies may give clues to pathogenesis. Determination of IgM antibodies may help discriminate ectopic pregnancies with auto-immune pathogenesis from those caused by other factors.